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Alissa is reading. Her father calls to her. 
‘Alissa! Alissa!’

Alissa runs to the door. There is a car 
outside the house. Her father is talking 
to a fat man. I

‘This is Alissa. She reads all day,’ her 
father says. The two men laugh.
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‘ Alissa,’ her father says. ‘My friend has 
work for you in the city. There isn’t any *
work here in the village. You must go 
with him.’





 



 



Alissa and the fat man arrive in the city. 
They drive to a house. A thin man 
comes to the door. The two men talk.

‘Here is your room,’ the thin man says 
to Alissa. He points to a door under the 
steps.

Alissa goes into the room. The room is 
small and dark. It is her new home.



The next morning, the thin man takes 
Alissa into the house.

‘This is Alissa,’ the man says to his wife. 
‘She likes reading.’ They laugh.

Suddenly the woman shouts at Alissa. 
‘You aren’t going to read here,’ she 
shouts. ‘You’re going to cook and clean 
and wash.’

Alissa works fifteen hours a day. The 
woman shouts at her every day. Alissa is 
very unhappy. She cries every night.
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Each month, the shop owner gives the 
girls a little money. Alissa buys a book 
with her money. She reads the book 
after lunch.

The shop owner is surprised. The other 
girls can’t read.

‘Can you write? Can you count?’ the 
shop owner asks.

‘Yes, I can,’ Alissa says.

tCome,’ the shop owner says. ‘You are 
going to work in the shop.’



Alissa likes working in the shop. She 
serves the customers. The customers are 
rich ladies. They buy expensive dresses.

One of the customers is a tall and pretty 
lady. She always smiles at Alissa. She 
gives Alissa small presents.



One day, the tall lady leaves her purse 
in the shop. Alissa runs out into the 
street. She runs after the lady.

‘Here is your purse,’ Alissa says. The 
lady smiles. She takes some money from 
the purse.

‘Thank you,’ she says to Alissa. ‘You 
are an honest girl. Take this money.’

‘No, no,’ says Alissa. ‘I don’t want your 
money.’
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She runs back to the shop. The shop 
owner shouts at her.

‘Don’t leave the shop again!’ she 
shouts. ‘I pay you a lot of money. I pay 
you to work. I don’t pay you to run out



Alissa is angry.

‘You don’t pay me a lot of money,’ she 
shouts. ‘I’m a slave here.’

‘You’re an ungrateful girl,’ the large 
woman says. ‘You have a bed and food 
and money. Do you want more?’

‘Yes, I do,’ Alissa says. She is crying 
now.



‘Wait,’ a quiet voice says. The tall lady 
is standing at the door.

‘Alissa isn’t ungrateful,’ the tall lady 
says. ‘She is an honest girl.’

The tall lady speaks to Alissa.

‘Aren’t you happy here?’ she asks. 
‘What do you want?’

Alissa says, ‘I want to go to school ’
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The tall lady turns to the shop owner. 
‘Alissa will live in my house,’ she says. 
‘She won’t work. She will go to school.’

‘You must pay me,’ the shop owner 
says.

‘N o,’ the tall lady says, ‘Alissa isn’t a 
slave.’

‘Pack your things, Alissa,’ she says. ‘We 
will go home now.’

Alissa goes with the tall lady. She is 
going to a new home. She is going to be 
happy.



 

 



My name is Lenny Samuel. 
My friends call me Len. 
I'm a detective. I work 
in Los Angeles. I'm an 
L.A. detective.

Everybody in Los Angeles is busy.
But Len isn’t busy. He’s sitting 
in his office. He’s waiting. He has 
no work today. Nothing is happening.



7

Then a man comes into the office. 
Len doesn’t know him. The man 
is short and dark. He’s about 
forty years old. He’s wearing a suit.

The man is holding a gun.
The gun is pointing at Len.

I won't go with you, Frank. 
I don't like Mr Blane. 
I don't want to speak to him.





Len wakes up. He opens his eyes. 
He’s sitting in a big chair.
The room is very warm. There are 
lots of plants in the room.



You're going to help me, 
Mr Samuel. You're going 
to find my daughter. 
Read these letters.
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Carmen is eighteen. She has 
long, dark hair. Her eyes are 
blue. She's beautiful.



Mr Blane gives Len a photo. He says,
‘I want Carmen back. Go to the bus station 
at two o’clock on Tuesday. Frank has 
the $100 000. He’s going with you.
Give the money to The Young Ones.
Bring Carmen home. I’ll pay you $1000.’
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Large buses are going in and out of 
the bus station. There are lots of 
people. But Len can’t see Carmen.

It’s 2 pm on Tuesday. Frank and Len 
are at the bus station. Frank has 
$100 000 in a bag.
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Frank and Len wait. Then they see Carmen 
She’s standing by a bus. A  young man 
is with her. The young man is holding 
Carmen’s arm.

1
Hello. Are you Carmen Blane? 
I'm working for your father, 
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Where's the money?
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Here it is.

Frank opens the bag. The young man 
sees the money. The young man lets 
go of Carmen’s arm.

Len holds Carmen’s arm. Frank gives 
the bag of money to the young man.
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Carmen and the young man jump 
onto the bus. The door of the bus 
closes. The bus drives off. It’s going 
to San Francisco.



Why is Carmen going 
to San Francisco? 
Who is the young man?

Len is in his car. He’s driving 
to San Francisco. He’s going 
to find Carmen.



 



 



It’s Friday. Len is in Los Angeles. 
He’s at the police station. Frank and 
Blane are at the police station too.



 



  



 



Charlie shines men’s shoes. He shines 
ladies’ shoes. He shines black shoes. He 
shines brown shoes. He shines blue 
shoes.



Shoeshine! Shoeshine! 
Ten cents! Ten cents! 
Ten cents a shine!



A man in Cafe Colombo shouts, 
‘Charlie!’

Charlie runs into Cafe Colombo. He 
puts his box at the man’s feet. The man 
puts one foot on the box.

The man’s shoes are black. The man’s 
shoes are dirty. Charlie cleans the man’s 
shoes.
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The man gives Charlie ten cents. 
Charlie takes the ten cent coin. He 
picks up his box. He goes back to the 
pavement.
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The well-dressed man is in a hurry. A  
taxi is waiting. The man puts the ticket 
in his pocket quickly.

The man gets into the taxi. The ticket 
falls out of his pocket. The wind blows 
the ticket into the air.



Charlie catches the ticket. He has the 
ticket in his hand.

Charlie waves his arms. He shouts out 
loudly.

The man does not hear Charlie. The 
taxi moves away. Charlie stands on the 
pavement. The ticket is in his hand.



Cafe Colombo closes at midnight. 
Charlie’s home is far away. Every night, 
Charlie has a long walk home.

Charlie’s mother is waiting for him. He 
gives her all the money.

Charlie has no father. Charlie has 
younger brothers and younger sisters. 
Charlie’s mother needs the money. She 
buys food with the money.

12



Charlie shows his mother the lottery 
ticket. His mother looks at the ticket.

She reads the number -  SEVEN -  FIVE 
-  THREE -  EIGHT -  ONE -  TW O -  
NINE -  FOUR -  SIX.

Is this the winning number? Perhaps it 
is. Saturday 21st is tomorrow. Perhaps 
tomorrow will be their lucky day!



 



 



Charlie wakes up. It is morning. The 
ticket is not on the box! Where is the 
ticket?

Charlie runs to the lottery office. 
Charlie sees his mother. She has the 
ticket!

A  man is shouting out the winning 
number.

Seven -  five -  three -  eight 
one -  two -  nine -  four —

Will the next number be six? Will it be 
their lucky number? Will it be their 
lucky day?
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Lisa works at Black and Sons.
Black and Sons is a large company.

Lisa works in the Accounts Department. 
The work is very important. But it is 
not very exciting.

Oh, yes! I'm going to go 
with Alice. We're going 
to go to Greece. It will be 
fun. Perhaps something 
exciting will happen.

Your holiday is next week, Lisa. 
Are you excited?



Alice is Lisa’s friend. Alice works for Black 
and Sons too. She works in the Marketing 
Department. Alice is an artist. She designs 
advertisements for Black and Sons.
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Alice phones Lisa. They are going to get 
their passports today. They must go to the 
Post Office.



Lisa and Alice are in the Post Office 
The assistant gives the passport 
forms to the two friends.

Please fill in these forms. 
Where are your passport 
photos? r ----------  l

Here are my photos

Oh, no! My photos 
aren't in my bag! My 
photos are at home!



Oh, no! I hate the 
old bus station.
I don't want to 
go there.

But you must get the 
photos today. Listen,
I can fill in the forms.
Go to the bus station, Lisa. 
Go and get your photos.
I'll wait for you here.

Jjk
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Lisa, you must go to
the photo booth in
the old bus station.
You can get your
photos there.
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Nobody goes to the bus station now. 
There is a new bus station in the centre 
of town. The old bus station is empty 
and dark.

Lisa walks quickly. Her shoes make a loud 
noise on the ground.

Then she sees the photo booth. There is 
nobody in the photo booth. Lisa is happy. 
She can get her photos quickly.



Lisa goes into the photo booth. She puts 
her money into the machine. She closes 
the little curtain. She sits down. She waits.

FLASH! The camera is very quick. 
FLASH! FLASH! FLASH! Now Lisa can 
get her passport today.

Lisa goes outside the photo booth. 
Her photos will come out of a slot 
in the machine.



Lisa hears a noise. Some photos are 
coming out of the slot. Are they her 
photos? No, it is too soon. Lisa’s photos 
can’t be ready.

But who is in the photos?
There is nobody in the 
bus station. Nobody else 
is waiting for photos.
Lisa is alone.

Lisa takes the photos out of the slot. 
There is a man in the pictures. But 
something is wrong. She is frightened.
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The four photos show a murder!

There is a man in the 
first photo.
He is very large.
He is wearing a 
black coat and 
a red scarf.
The man is sitting in 
the photo booth.
He is smiling.

It is not a nice smile. 
It is a cruel smile.

Л
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\  \ The man is in

the second photo.
Ж The man is looking 

| to the right.
He is afraid.



Something is 
happening in the 
third photo. 
Somebody is holding 
the man’s scarf. 
Somebody is 
holding the man’s 
scarf very tightly. 
The large man is 
pulling at his scarf.

There is no man 
in the fourth photo. 
There are two hands 
The hands are 
holding the 
red scarf.
There is a ring 
on one of the hands. 
It is a strange ring. 
There is a snake 
on the ring.
There is a tattoo 
on the other hand.
It is a tattoo of 
a bird.

-

The hands are the murderer’s hands.
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Now Lisa is very frightened

The man with the red 
scarf is dead. But where 
is his body? Where is the 
murderer? Is the murderer 
in the bus station?
The photos show the murder.

/  The murderer knows about the 
photos. The murderer will 
come back to the photo booth. 
He will want the photos.
I'm in danger!
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I Know tne man in 
the photos. He is a 
criminal. Now he 
is dead. But we can 
catch his murderer.

The murderer will go 
back to the photo 
booth. He will want 
his photos. But he 
find your photos, Lisa. 
He will look for you. 
You can help us, Lisa.

13

Lisa and Alice are at the police station. 
They are telling their story to the police. 
They are showing the photos to a 
detective. She is very interested.
The detective has a plan.



Lisa is in the bus station. She is walking 
towards the photo booth. She is going to 
get her photos.

The police are in the bus station. They are 
hiding. They are watching Lisa. They are 
waiting for the murderer.

Lisa walks slowly.
She is very frightened.



A  man is standing by the photo booth. 
He is young and handsome. Is this 
the murderer?

The man sees Lisa.
He smiles at her.
He has a nice smile.
He is holding some photos 
Lisa sees his hands.
She sees the snake ring. 
She sees the bird tattoo!
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Exciting? No!
It's very frightening

The police catch the murderer. 
The detective is pleased.
Lisa is safe.

I Thank you for 
I your help, Lisa.

<. f Well done, Lisa! 
It's exciting to 
catch criminals.

But everything is OK now. 
We're going on holiday.
It will be fun.


