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Tapescript 

NARRATOR: 

Test 3 

You will hear a number of different recordings and you will have to answer questions on 

what you hear. There will be time for you to read the instructions and questions and you 

will have a chance to check your work. All the recordings will be played once only. The 

test is in 4 sections. At the end of the test you will be given 10 minutes to transfer your 

answers to an answer sheet. Now turn to section 1.  

Section 1  

You will hear a telephone conversation between a woman who is selling some furniture 

and a man who is making enquiries about it. First, you have some time to look at 

questions 1 to 5.  

[20 seconds] 

You will see that there is an example that has been done for you. On this occasion only 

the conversation relating to this will be played first. 

 

 

WOMAN:  Hello, Carolyn speaking. 

MAN:   Hello. My name is Lincoln Farraday and I’m ringing to see if you still  

  have the bedroom furniture that you advertised for sale?  

WOMAN:  Yes, there are three items left – two bedside tables and a dressing table. 

 

The woman said she has three items available so three has been written in the space. 

Now we shall begin. You should answer the questions as you listen because you will not 

hear the recording a second time. Listen carefully and answer questions 1 to 5. 
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WOMAN:  Hello, Carolyn speaking. 

MAN:   Hello. My name is Lincoln Farraday and I’m ringing to see if you still  

  have the bedroom furniture that you advertised for sale?  

WOMAN:  Yes, there are three items left – two bedside tables and a dressing table. 

MAN:  Oh, good. They’re just the items I’m after. Tell me, what’s the   

  construction of the bedside tables – I mean, what are they made of? 

WOMAN: Well, they’re a matching pair and they’re made of wood – but the wood 

has been painted, it’s not brown anymore, it’s been painted cream. 

MAN:  I see. 

WOMAN:  Each table has a shelf and 2 drawers. Oh, and the drawers have square 

brass handles – quite modern and quite nice really. 

MAN:   And what about the dimensions? 

WOMAN: Well, each table is 50 centimetres wide … 

MAN: That’s good, much bigger than that and they wouldn’t fit beside my bed. I 

live in an apartment where the bedrooms are quite small. What I really 

need to know is how tall they are – you see my bed’s quite high. 

WOMAN: 65 centimetres high and 45 centimetres deep. 

MAN:  Thanks. Just a couple more questions about the bedside tables, what  

  condition are they in and how much are they? 

WOMAN: They’re in perfect condition – there isn’t a mark on them, you know. I had 

them painted professionally, you see, so the finish is much better than 

you’d normally expect. As for how much … well, I guess … I think 

fifteen  pounds each would be a fair price, but I’ve decided that I’ll only 

sell them together, as a pair, so that means the price is thirty pounds all 

up. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Before you hear the rest of the conversation, you have some time to look at questions 6 to 

10. 

[20 seconds] 

Now listen and answer questions 6 to 10. 
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MAN:  Now, can you tell me about the dressing table? 

WOMAN:  Yes, it matches the other tables in colour and style. 

MAN:   Good – how many drawers does it have? 

WOMAN: Five altogether. Um … the bottom two drawers hold more as they’re deep. 

MAN: Mmm … and the dimensions – how wide is it? That’s all I need to know – 

it wouldn’t be more than a metre and a half, would it? 

WOMAN: Well, just under actually … it’s … ah, 1.25 metres across.  

MAN:  Does it have a mirror? 

WOMAN:  Three. 

MAN:   Sorry? 

WOMAN:  It has three mirrors – you know … a central one and a narrower one on  

  each side. And they’re all adjustable. 

MAN:  I see – and the overall condition of the dressing table? 

WOMAN: Well, it has a couple of scratches on the surface but it’s still in good  

  condition so I’m asking fifty pounds. 

MAN:  Could I call round and have a look later today? 

WOMAN: What time were you thinking of? 

MAN:  In about half an hour … 

WOMAN: Oh, yes, that’s fine. By the way, my name is Carolyn Kline – it’s on the 

gate at the front of the house. 

MAN:  Kline – is that K-L-I-N-E? 

WOMAN: That’s right. And I live at 19 Domain Road. 

MAN:  Did you say the main road? 

WOMAN: No, Domain – D-O-M-A-I-N Road. 

MAN:  That’s just off Ash Grove, isn’t it? 

WOMAN: Yes. See you soon then … 

MAN:  Yes, in about 30 minutes. 

 

Narrator: 

That is the end of section 1. You now have half a minute to check your answers. 

[30 seconds] 

Now turn to section 2. 
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Section 2 

You will hear an employee of the Sports Super Centre giving a guided tour of the 

facilities in the centre. First, you have some time to look at questions 11 to 17.  

[20 seconds] 

Listen carefully and answer questions 11 to 17. 

 

SPEAKER: 

 It’s so nice to see so many people here on our Open Day – I hope you’ll be 

impressed by what you see and that you’ll all decide to join up. We have tried to cover all 

aspects of sport and fitness here at the Centre. Well, let’s start, shall we? 

 

 As we’re standing here at reception looking down the long corridor, you’ll notice 

the car park on your left (where most of you have parked) asks you to reverse into the 

parking spaces (for safety reasons). Also, this morning, a couple of keen potential 

members rode their bikes right in through the door instead of leaving their bikes outside 

there, on your right, where the secure bike stands are. Um … you may be wondering 

why there are so many mothers arriving with little children – as we proceed, you’ll see 

that this first room on your right is a crèche, where you can leave your little ones for up to 

two hours and they’ll be expertly supervised while you work out. 

 

 After the crèche, on the same side of the corridor, is the male locker room with 

showers, spa and sauna. Opposite that, on your left, there’s a staircase leading to the 

mezzanine floor. You’ll not only get a great view out over the playing field, but you’ll 

also find a coffee shop and snack bar selling a range of wholesome food and drinks – 

protein shakes, fruit smoothies … that kind of thing. We won’t go up the stairs at this 

point – I’ll give you some time later when you can explore at your leisure. Most of you in 

the group are women … so next, let me point out the women’s locker room (which has 

the same facilities as the men’s – you know, things like showers, spa and sauna). It’s 

separated from the men’s locker room by an office which the staff mainly use for 

administrative purposes. 
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 As we move on, on the same side of the corridor as the stairs, you’ll see the 

entrance to the main hall, where they hold yoga classes, aerobics, and so on. On the wall 

here there is a timetable of all group classes and it is updated regularly. Now, opposite the 

hall is the gymnasium itself. Go ahead – have a look. Impressive isn’t it? Very spacious, 

light and airy with all the most modern equipment.  

 

 As we continue down the corridor past the main hall, on the same side, there is a 

conference room. This is mainly used when the centre is hosting a big sports event of 

some kind – it gives the officials a quiet place to gather and have meetings and so on. 

You’ll have seen the 400 metre athletics track on your way in, beside the car park … we 

have some pretty big athletics conventions here. 

 

 Well, after a strenuous workout, I bet there’s nothing you’d like more than a 

swim … in the aquatic complex. But first, these rooms on our right are all part of the 

sports medicine clinic where you have access to a doctor, physiotherapist, massage 

therapist, podiatrist and even a sports psychologist if you need one. Of course you’ll need 

to make appointments, but if you have any questions, just pop in and see the clinic 

receptionist and she’ll help you out. 

 

 Okay. Let’s go through the turnstile ahead of us … and here we are … in the 

aquatic centre … turn left, past the pool shop where you can buy or hire goggles, swim 

caps and such like … and we’re outside … poolside. Beautiful, isn’t it? Especially on a 

day like today … go on, dip your toes in the water – and if that’s not warm enough for 

you, then I’ll take you to the indoor pool which is less than half the size but heated to 32 

degrees. Let’s go back past the pool shop and through the double doors to the indoor pool.  

 

Well, that’s all I have time to show you. Let’s go back to the reception area and, if you 

like, we can run through some details about opening hours, membership and so on. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Before you hear the rest of the talk, you have some time to look at questions 18 to 20. 

[20 seconds] 

Now listen and answer questions 18 to 20. 
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 Now, in this brochure, you’ll see the opening hours: the centre is open 7 days, 

from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday to Friday except for Public Holidays which follow 

Sunday’s timetable. On Saturdays we open at the same time as weekdays and close a 

little earlier: so that’s 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturdays; and on Sundays everyone gets a 

sleep-in – you can come in between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

 

 Membership fees cover access to the gym, group classes and the pool but if you 

want to join a swim squad to train with a coach, you should enquire at reception for 

prices and timetables. In the gym, personal training is available from one of our dedicated 

team of trainers and reception will have more information on who is free when, and what 

hourly rates apply. However, there is always a certificated instructor on hand in the gym 

at all times for advice and help and once your membership is paid you are entitled to a 

free health assessment and you’ll get a programme designed to meet your own 

particular needs. You’ll need to book a time for this with the gym instructor. Now, if 

you’re a mum or dad, remember you can leave your children in the crèche – they take 

babies from six weeks old – bookings are essential though and you’ll have to check the 

website for times and pricing. Members are also entitled to tennis lessons on a Tuesday 

or Thursday from 9 till 10.30, but bookings are essential so ring Natalie (her number is 

here in the brochure) to reserve a place. 

 

 Well, I think that’s it. Any questions? 

 

Narrator: 

That is the end of section 2. You now have half a minute to check your answers. 

[30 seconds] 

Now turn to section 3. 
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Section 3 

You will hear a conversation between a research student, Jeremy, and his supervisor. 

They are talking about the process of having a research project published in a journal. 

First, you have some time to look at questions 21 to 25.  

[20 seconds] 

Listen carefully and answer questions 21 to 25. 

 

 

SUPERVISOR:  So, you’re nearly ready to submit your article to an academic journal, are 

you? 

JEREMY:  Yes, I think so. I just wanted to go over all the things I need to do before I 

submit it. And then I wanted to go over the submission process with you. 

SUPERVISOR: Great. So, firstly, you need to write an abstract. Make sure it’s short and 

concise. 

JEREMY:  Of course, I forgot all about that. And what about key words?  

SUPERVISOR: Yes, a lot of students overlook this part and just jot down whatever comes 

to mind. But take some time to make a list of key words that are accurate 

and relevant. 

JEREMY:  Okay. Another thing, could you have a look at my article before I submit it? 

SUPERVISOR:  Absolutely. Actually, at least two senior staff members should always read 

through a final draft, before submission. Do you mind if I give it to 

Professor Johnson to have a look at, as well? 

JEREMY: Not at all. I’d be glad to have the feedback.  

SUPERVISOR: Do you know which journal you want to submit to yet?  

JEREMY: Not yet. I have a shortlist of about three that I’m interested in.  

SUPERVISOR:  Make that decision soon. Because you’ll need to adjust your article so that 

it matches the style guide of the journal you are submitting to. 

JEREMY: I bet that can take a while. 

SUPERVISOR: Yes, but after that you are just about ready to submit. One more thing,  

  you’ll have to sign the copyright form – just confirming that it’s your  

  own work – and then you’re good to go.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Before you hear the rest of the conversation, you have some time to look at questions 26 

to 30. 

[20 seconds] 

Now listen and answer questions 26 to 30. 

 

JEREMY:  Now, the submission process. How does it work exactly? 

SUPERVISOR: Well, the first thing is to just send it off. You’ve got to send in the 

 manuscript before anything else can happen. 

JEREMY:  Sure. And then should I call to check if they have received it? 

SUPERVISOR: No need for that, no, all you have to do is just log onto your e-mail 

regularly because you will get a submission confirmation once they have 

processed the manuscript.  

JEREMY:  And that will have comments on what they thought of it? 

SUPERVISOR: No, no comments yet – that e-mail is just to let you know they have 

received it. The next stage is what is known as peer review. This is when 

experts in the field review your manuscript and decide whether to accept it.  

JEREMY:  Aagh, they’ll never accept me. I’m only a Master’s student! 

SUPERVISOR: Don’t worry about that, Jeremy. It’s all done through a double-blind 

method. That means that whoever reads your manuscript has no idea 

whether you are a grad student or a Nobel Prize laureate. They’ll only be 

judging your work, not you. 

JEREMY: Well that’s good to hear. And then what, once they’ve made their decision? 

SUPERVISOR:  Well, there are four possible outcomes. You might get an acceptance. But 

a first-off acceptance is very, very rare. Don’t pin your hopes on it. You 

could also get a rejection, but these don’t happen very often either. I don’t 

think this will be a problem. 

JEREMY:  What do you think I’ll get? 

SUPERVISOR: If you’re very lucky, you’ll get a conditional acceptance. This means that 

they’ve accepted the article and it will be published, but you need to tweak 

a few things first: a sentence here, a heading there, nothing major.  

JEREMY: That sounds good.  
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SUPERVISOR:  But, to be honest, you will probably end up with a revise & resubmit. This 

means they are definitely interested, but you will need to rework the paper 

before it’s accepted. The necessary changes will be outlined by the 

reviewers.  

JEREMY: Okay, so I just fix the things that need changing and present it again? 

SUPERVISOR: Yes, but include a cover letter that discusses the changes you have made. 

The same goes for a conditional acceptance, actually. It helps the 

reviewers see that you’ve taken their criticism seriously. 

 

 

Narrator: 

That is the end of section 3. You now have half a minute to check your answers. 

[30 seconds] 

Now turn to section 4. 
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Section 4 

 

You will hear a talk on the importance of soil in organic agriculture. First you have some 

time to look at questions 31 to 40.  

[20 seconds] 

Listen carefully and answer questions 31 to 40. 

 

 Welcome to this talk on soil science and organic farming. Dirt, soil, earth, loam, 

mud or dust – it doesn’t matter what you call it – is of primary importance in the 

production of food and other crops. Most people think of it just as a substrate (or medium) 

in which plants grow, but it’s more than that, it’s actually a living entity – or it should be 

if it’s healthy – and human health is affected by the health of the soil. 

 

 Healthy, living soil is literally crawling with life – there are the obvious 

earthworms, which burrow in the soil and help to aerate and improve it, beetles and other 

hard-backed insects, and various invertebrates like centipedes. Then there are fungi and 

bacteria – also living forms. Healthy soil needs food, air and water to help plants grow … 

and the more nutrients in plants, the more available for humans and livestock. It stands to 

reason, therefore, that plants grown in poor soil will have few nutrients to pass on to the 

consumer, whose well-being will be worse-off over the long term. 

 

 So, where do plants get their nourishment? Most of it comes from the soil. Some 

nutrients are made up of minerals from the earth, while others come from dead plant and 

animal matter which is broken down over time by the living insects and other organisms 

in the soil. Plants depend on these little living creatures to convert minerals and other 

vital elements into a utilisable form that can be taken up by the plants. And it’s a 

synergistic relationship – in turn, the plants assist those helpful organisms by releasing 

sugars and enzymes back into the soil. 

 

 Before I go any further, let’s take a look at the structure of soil. Now … if you 

look at the diagram, you’ll see that soil is made up of many different layers. Let’s start at 

the bottom – this is the bedrock under all the other layers. The layer above that is called 
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regolith – here the bedrock is slightly broken up but plant roots don’t penetrate this layer. 

Moving up the chart, to the next layer, we come to the subsoil which contains clay and 

mineral deposits. On top of that, is the eluviation (or leaching) layer … this is quite light 

in colour and is mostly just sand and silt. As we get near the surface, we find the topsoil. 

You will hear a lot of talk about topsoil amongst farmers and other agriculturalists. It’s 

the most important layer of all because it’s where seeds germinate and roots grow. Now, 

at the top of the chart, you will see a comparatively thin layer – this is organic matter that 

is still in the process of decomposition. It mostly consists of leaf litter and humus – just 

think of the surface of the forest floor – partly-decayed leaves and twigs – that sort of 

thing.  

 

 As you can imagine, good soil forms very slowly over time but it can be lost very 

rapidly through erosion. And, in addition, soil quality can be affected by pollution due to 

anything from industrial waste to the artificial fertilisers used by conventional farmers 

which have been shown to suppress the diverse life forms in the soil. This is why organic 

agriculture is the way of the future. 

 

 Let’s take a quick look at the conventional system, which is often based on 

monoculture – the production of a single large crop. It relies on chemicals for fertiliser 

and pest control. It is also becoming an increasingly common practice to use genetically-

engineered seeds. And more chemicals are used to control insects and fungi which attack 

crops in storage and during transportation. Also, did you know that there is no 

requirement for conventional growers to maintain records of their production practices? 

 

 Organic growers, on the other hand, choose the most environmentally-friendly 

options for dealing with pests and disease problems, working towards prevention in the 

first place. Some of the strategies they employ include alternating the crops grown in 

each field (as opposed to mono-cropping). Because different plants add different nutrients 

to the soil, by rotating crops, the soil is naturally replenished. This can do away with the 

need for pesticides, because the problem insects’ life cycles are naturally interrupted. 
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 Surrounding crops with green waste can not only conserve moisture in the soil, 

but it can prevent weeds from springing up and it also feeds the beneficial micro-

organisms. When it’s ploughed under, it feeds the soil by building more organic matter. 

 

 Organic farmers often release beneficial insects as predators which precludes the 

need for artificial pesticides. Animal manure combined with green waste materials, 

correctly composted (to kill pathogens and weed seeds), fertilises the soil in a way that 

encourages life rather than suppressing it. And, by the way, use of manure in organic 

farming is highly regulated – in fact, all agricultural inputs are evaluated for their long-

term effects on the environment, regardless of whether they are synthetic or natural.  

 

 To sum up, organic farming is the only sustainable way of feeding the people on 

this planet and keeping both the planet and the people in good health. 

 

 

 

Narrator: 

That is the end of section 4. You now have half a minute to check your answers. 

[30 seconds] 

That is the end of the listening test. You now have 10 minutes to transfer your answers to 

the listening answer sheet. 
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Answers 

SECTION 1 

1. cream 

2.  brass 

3. 65 / sixty-five  

4. perfect 

5. £30 / 30 pounds / thirty 

pounds 

6. deep 

7. 1.25 metres / 1.25 m 

8. adjustable 

9. £50 / 50 pounds / fifty pounds 

10. Domain  

SECTION 2 

11. H 

12. C 

13. J 

14. F 

15. B 

16. I 

17. A 

18. A 

19.&20. D 

 E (in either order) 

 

SECTION 3 

21. abstract 

22. key words / keywords 

23. final draft 

24. style guide 

25. copyright form 

26. (the) manuscript 

27. confirmation 

28. peer review 

29. rejection 

30. cover letter 

SECTION 4 

31. living entity 

32. nutrients 

33. minerals 

34. bedrock 

35. subsoil 

36. topsoil 

37. pollution 

38. pest control 

39. production practices 

40. predator

 


